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Press Kit 



_ FIREPLACE 

_ DraftStopper 

The Reusable Fireplace Weather Seal 



stops air drafts saving you energy $$$! 
reflective shield installs in minutes! 

DOOR THE ATTIC DOOR COVER THAT PUTS THE LID ON AIR LEAKS 



Thank you for your interest in Battic Door. You'll find that Battic Door manufactures 
and distributes low-cost, high-value, air-leakage-control, energy-conservation products 
for the three largest intentional openings in the house - the fireplace, the pull-down attic 
stairs, and the clothes dryer. 

We are a brand-new company started in 2003. 

We have provided facts and ideas to help you develop your story on Battic Door. If there 
is anything else we can do to help you, please contact us: 
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P.O. Box 15 

Mansfield, MA 02048-0015 

Tel. 508.320.9082 
Fax. 508.339.4571 
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Web: 
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Fireplace Draftstopper™ Product Overview and Facts 




The Reusable Fireplace Weather Seal 

The Fireplace Draftstopper™ is a new energy-saving device that plugs the damper 
opening in fireplaces, reducing air leakage and heating/cooling loss. 

Fireplaces are energy losers! 

Researchers have studied this to determine the amount of heat loss through a fireplace, 
and the results are amazing! One remarkable documentation of this is a research study 
that shows that an open damper on an unused fireplace in a well-insulated house can 
raise overall heating energy consumption by 30%! 

Why Does a Home With a Fireplace Have Higher Heating Bills? The technical 
answer to this question is the "stack effect". The stack effect is the movement of air due 
to convection currents within your house's building envelope. 

In simpler terms - hot air rises! Your heated air leaks out any exit it can find, and when 
your warm heated air is drawn out of your home, cold outside air is drawn in to make up 
for it. The fireplace accelerates the normal stack effect, like a giant straw - sucking the 
heated air from your house. This is like leaving a large window open all winter long! 

The Solution - Install a Fireplace Draftstopper™! Most fireplaces have metal damper 
plates designed to prevent both cold downdrafts and space heating losses. These 
damper plates however provide little help after the fireplace has had a few roaring hot 
fires which cause the metal plates to warp and become misaligned. Many gas fireplaces 
are not even provided with a damper! 

Glass doors are also installed in some homes to stop downdraft problems but 
unfortunately they are not designed to be air tight. These problems cause energy waste 
and subsequent higher heating bills. 

The solution to this problem of higher heating bills is to install a fireplace plug to 
eliminate air leakage. The Fireplace Draftstopper™ a unique product that has been 
designed to be a removable plug for the fireplace. 

The Fireplace Draftstopper™ is designed as a durable inflatable plug, made of a 
specially formulated nylon-urethane material. Research testing and studies have verified 
that the Draftstopper seals the fireplace site to an effective 95-98% seal. At a price of 
under $50.00, the Fireplace Draftstopper is a wise investment that could provide a 
potential payback in just one heating bill. 
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What is the Fireplace Draftstopper™? The Fireplace Draftstopper™ is an inflatable 
nylon-urethane pillow measuring 21" x 43". It is quickly and easily installed in the 
fireplace just below the damper level. 

The Fireplace Draftstopper™ can be adapted to work in almost all fireplaces. Even if you 
have an unusual construction, the Draftstopper can be successfully installed in less than 
2 minutes. 

The Fireplace Draftstopper™ is one of the best investments you can make. It is the 
easiest and most inexpensive way to stop valuable warm air from leaving your home and 
minimizing drafts from your fireplace. It can pay for itself in just 1 heating bill! 

How Does the Fireplace Draftstopper™ Work? The Fireplace Draftstopper™ is easy 
to install, and also easy to remove in order to have a fire. A Tee-shaped adjustable prop 
is included with the Draftstopper™ to simplify the installation and to support it in the 
event of heavy down drafts. 

When the Draftstopper™ is removed it is placed in a storage bag that comes with the 
package. The inflation process requires approximately 5 good breaths of air to give the 
plug some shape. Then it is placed centered in the firebox and directly below the 
fireplace damper. An additional 2-4 more breaths of air are required to seal the firebox 
cavity. 

The Fireplace Draftstopper™ Has Been Tested! The Fireplace Draftstopper™ is 
recommended for use in wood burning as well as gas fireplaces, and especially 
conventional fireplaces with gas fire logs. It has been tested by Warnock Hersey 
(Vancouver, British Columbia Canada office) for the BC Gas Safety Branch for gas fire 
log applications. 

What they were mainly concerned about was the possibility of someone starting the gas 
fire log with the Draftstopper™ in place. They destroyed several cases of Draftstoppers 
to determine that even if the fire log is started the worst impact that could be expected 
was that the Draftstopper™ would be melted. As far as CO is concerned there was not 
any hazard potential identified or concern raised. 

Benefits of the Fireplace Draftstopper™ 

• The Draftstopper™ saves up to 30% on heat and air conditioning costs! 

• The Draftstopper™ stops uncomfortable chimney downdrafts! 

• The Draftstopper™ reduces entry of odors and harmful toxins! 

• The Draftstopper™ seals fireplace so that noises, rodents, insects, etc. can't 
enter! 

• The Draftstopper™ is quickly and easily installed in minutes with no tools 
required! 

• The Draftstopper™ fits any fireplace! 

• The Draftstopper™'s benefits are year-round, in Summer HEAT and Winter 
COLDl 

• The Draftstopper™ increases the comfort of the home by reducing drafts! 

• The Draftstopper™ is a "Green" product. 

• The Draftstopper™ has been awarded United States Patent No. 4,649,896 and 
Canadian Patent No. 1,192,459! 
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The Fireplace Draftstopper™ is packaged in a small cash~n~carry package. 




The Fireplace Draftstopper™ kit consists of an inflatable air pillow, an adjustable supporting tee, 
and complete installation instructions. It can accommodate any fireplace size and shape. 
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The Fireplace Draftstopper™ installed. The pillow is hidden inside the fireplace. If desired, the tee 

may be removed. 




The Fireplace Draftstopper™ installed. The pillow is clearly visible only when looking up into the 

fireplace. 

Page 6 



Battic© Door Attic Stair Cover Product Overview and Facts 



COLD DRAFTS * HEAT LOSS.' 






ATTfC STAIR COVER 




The Battic© Door Attic Stair Cover is an energy-saving device that covers pull- 
down/folding attic stairways, reducing air leakage and heating/cooling loss. 

A significant amount of heat loss in a typical home is caused by air leakage through 
folding attic stairway openings. These large, uninsulated, unsealed openings are 
responsible for a tremendous amount of air leakage, which very often goes unnoticed, 
and until now has been difficult to correct. 

The solution to this problem is the Battic© Door Attic Stair Cover! This low cost, 
patented, unique device can be installed easily in minutes without tools to cover, insulate 
and reduce air transfer between the conditioned house and the unconditioned attic 
space. 

It is light, low cost, and folds flat for low cost shipping and compact storage. Our unique 
design comes in 2 sizes to fit both 22-22.5 x 54" and 25-25.5 x 54" rough openings, and 
has been engineered to fit virtually any folding attic stairway. 

Also available are optional R-7 and R-50 Insulation Kits! 

In addition to energy savings and increased comfort, other benefits of the Battic© 
Door include the reduction of moisture and heat loss into the attic space, which can 
help to avoid ice dams, mold growth, buckled roof sheathing, etc. 

The Battic© Door consists of everything you need to immediately reduce drafts, air 
leakage and wasted energy from one of the largest and most often overlooked sources 
of air leakage and heat loss in a home - the attic access! 

The Battic© Door has many unique advantages: 

• The Battic© Door is priced very economically and has a large immediate and 
long-term benefit that is easy to see. Payback for the homeowner is months, not 



• The Battic© Door rests on soft, thick weatherstripping. It embeds itself into the 
weatherstripping creating an air-seal! 

• For do-it-yourselfers, the Battic© Door can be covered with insulation, restoring 
the insulation that was removed to install the folding attic stairs! Insulation is 
easily added to increase the Battic© Door Insulating Value to R-50+! 



years. 



Page 7 



The Battic© Door instantly creates a sealed, insulating dead-air space nearly 18" 
deep between the Battic© Door insulating cover and the folding attic stairway 
door! 

The Battic© Door is provided with an R-7 Reflective Insulation Kit. The R-7 
Reflective Insulation Kit consists of a 5' long x 24" wide piece of 5/16" thick 
Reflective Aluminum Foil Insulation that attaches to the top of (or inside of) the 
Battic© Door with double sided tape (included). The total Battic© Door Insulation 
Value is approximately R-7, and the Reflective Aluminum Foil Insulation blocks 
up to 97% of radiant heat! 

Our optional R-50 "Ultimate" Insulation Kit consists of 3 pieces of 8.25" thick 
encapsulated fiberglass insulation which have been pre-cut and are ready-to- 
install onto your Battic© Door. The kit fits either size Battic© Door. Simply slip the 
circular-shaped piece over the top of the Battic© Door. Then tuck the 2 remaining 
pieces onto the top of the cover! That's it! Takes just seconds to install and is an 
easy way to maximize the benefits of the Battic© Door. Our R-50 Insulation Kit 
provides R-25 on the sides and R-50 on the top - the highest insulating value of 
any attic door kit available! Encapsulated insulation is wrapped in perforated 
plastic to prevent contact with the fiberglass - which means no itch or mess! 

The Battic© Door folds flat for compact storage and low-cost shipping. Each 
Battic© Door is packaged in a 4-mil polybag for shipment. 

The Battic© Door kit is quickly and easily installed in minutes with no tools 
required! Just quickly assemble the Battic© Door (self-locking tabs do not require 
and tape, glue, caulking, staples, etc.), install the weatherstripping on the top of 
the stairway frame, and place the Battic© Door over the stairway opening! 

The Battic© Door is available in 2 sizes to fit 22" to 22-1/2" x 54" and 25" to 25- 
1/2" x 54" rough openings. 

The Battic© Door is 1 3-1/2" deep to fit virtually any attic stairway without any 
modifications to the attic floor or existing structure needed! 

The Battic© Door allows easy access to the attic. It is easy to open and close, 
unlike other devices that utilize complicated magnets, straps and zippers! Just lift 
it up and place it out of the way when you enter the attic, and drop it down onto 
the foam weatherstripping when you leave the attic. 

Unlike other devices that rest on the attic floor (which may not even exist), there 
are no modifications needed to install the Battic© Door! The Battic© Door rests 
on the attic stair frame, and fits all attic stairways without any modifications. The 
Battic© Door also works with truss roof systems, where other devices cannot! 

The Battic© Door was recently awarded United States Patent No. 5,623,795! 

The Battic© Door reduces problems with moisture, noise, dust, and the entry of 
pollutants, insects, and rodents from the attic through the drop-down attic 
stairway door! 

The Battic© Door reduces air leakage that carries heat and moisture into the attic 
space where it can create tremendous moisture problems including mold, rot, 
decay and ice dams! 
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The Battic© Door's benefits are year-round, in Summer HEAT and Winter 
COLD! 

The Battic© Door increases the comfort of the home by reducing drafts! 

The 2000 International Energy Conservation Code (IECC™) -- currently adopted 
by more than 26 states, requires that "all penetrations in the building envelope 
between conditioned and unconditioned space or outside the building must be 
sealed with durable caulking materials or closed with gasketing materials (see 
IECC Sections 502.1.4.2 and 602.1.10)! 

The Battic© Door is a "Green" product made from recycled materials! 

The Battic© Door can be custom color printed with a distributor's logo - on both 
sides! 




The Battic© Door attic stair cover is installed over the attic stairs. 
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The Battic© Door attic stair cover rests on weatherstripping applied to the attic stair frame. The 
cover embeds into the weatherstripping, creating an air seal that stops air leaks and heat loss. 




Insulation is easily added to maximize the benefits of the Battic© Door. R-7 and R-50 insulation kits 

are also available! 
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Clothes Dryer Vent Seal Product Overview and Facts 




Save up to 10% on your home heating costs with our Dryer Vent Seal! 



Have you ever noticed that the room containing your clothes dryer is the coldest room in 
your house? Ever wonder why?? 

Your clothes dryer is connected to a 4" diameter exhaust duct that is open to the 
outdoors. In the winter, cold air leaks in through the duct, through your dryer and 
into your house, while your heated air just pours right out! 

Try this yourself - with the dryer off, go outside and feel your heated air leaking out of the 
dryer vent. This is a substantial energy-loser! 

Many common discharge vents use a sheet metal flapper to try to reduce this air leakage. 
This is very primitive technology that does not provide a positive seal to stop the air 
leakage. Compounding the problem is that over time, lint clogs the flapper valve causing it 
to stay open. 

This is like leaving a window open! 

Conventional dryer vents can allow hot air into your home during the summer months, and 
cold air in during the winter. 

The Solution - Install a Dryer Vent Seal! 

Our Dryer Vent Seal will reduce unwanted air infiltration, and keep out pests, bees and 
rodents as well. The vent will remain closed unless the dryer is in use. When the dryer is in 
use, the floating shuttle underneath the visible hood rises to allow warm air, lint, and 
moisture to escape. 

It is made of high impact ABS plastic, and will mount easily on siding, brick, or cement. 
The vent can be painted if desired. 6.5" W x 7.0" D x 13.3" H. The vent will remain closed 
unless the dryer is in use. When the dryer is in use, the floating shuttle underneath the 
visible hood rises to allow warm air, lint, and moisture to escape. Outside air enters your 
home through your old exposed dryer vent flapper, and that means higher heating bills in 
winter, higher cooling bills in summer. Our Dryer Vent Closure keeps out that outside air: 
heated dryer air pushes up the floating shuttle, then escapes from the vent's bottom. 
When dryer stops, shuttle drops back down, keeping wind, birds, bugs and rodents 
outside. Dryer vent mounts easily over existing 4" vent pipe. Screws included. 
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Story Ideas & Angles 



1. New low cost energy conservation devices for the attic stair and 
fireplace. 



2. Do you know the two most often overlooked sources of heating and 
cooling loss in a typical home? (the attic stair and the fireplace!) 



3. Look up - if you have folding attic stairs you have heating and 
cooling loss. 



4. Seal the fireplace when not in use to conserve energy year 'round. 



5. Get ready for energy conservation this winter, but don't overlook 
these items, (the attic stair and the fireplace!) 



6. Low cost energy conservation devices improve comfort and save 
energy year 'round. 



7. Are you heating and cooling your attic? 



8. Consider attic door and fireplace when examining house for heat 
loss. 



9. New low cost device stops cold chimney down drafts and odors. 
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TESTIMONIALS 



"Thank you for your wonderful customer service." 
Bryan A. Lauer, Hinckley, IL 

"We had a Battic Door at our other house and it worked great! We want another 
one!" 

Holly & Billy Welch, Reading, MA 

"I recently purchased and installed the Battic Door. I am pleased with it. Thank 
you for the products, information and guidance." 

Eric Swansburg, Mansfield, Ma 

"Products arrived Tues and were in place as advertised in no time at all! 
Considering the weather your timing of the shipment couldn't have been better. 
Our most "leaky" fireplace could be fitted and sealed. We are so pleased to have 
found you on the internet and that your products provided one stop shopping for 
our insulation needs. We will certainly recommend your company and products. 
Thank you again for your speedy responses on line and delivery to us." 

Genny O'Brien, Middleboro, MA 

"Thank you, the dryer vent works very well." 

Randy C Steward, Corpus Christie, TX 

"Thanks for a great product, Mark. The installation was straightforward, easy and 
quick. I could feel the warm air being trapped within minutes. Have a happy and 
prosperous New Year." 

Josh S., Bridgewater, MA 

"It's a fact, attic disappearing stairways (folding stairway) inside our homes leak. 
The leakage is so bad it's like leaving a window open all during winter and/or 
summer months. Not only does the cold air leak into your home during the winter, 
the stairway also allows the cold air-conditioning to leak out from inside your 
home during the hot summer months. 

Another area in your home that has a huge air leakage which most people don't 
even think about is your fireplace. Closing a damper during summer does not stop 
your air-conditioning from leaking out; taking with it your hard earned dollars for 
energy cost. 

Two new affordable products recently invented by a professional engineer solve 
your attic leakage problem and pay for themselves in only a few months. 
The Battic Doorstops air leaks and really seals the attic stairway tight. 

"These are the most effective products I have researched. " 
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Insulation kit options maximize the performance of the cover by restoring the 
insulation removed when the stairs were installed. 

The other new product called the Fireplace DraftStopper stops air leakage at your 
fireplace damper. 

Both will save you money and are easy to install D-l-Y (do-it-yourself). We must 
all do what we can to save on our energy consumption." 

Jim Neidner is a national award-winning remodeler/builder and former radio home 
host. 

"What a great product! The Battic Door is something that we've needed since we 
moved into our home. Our house is heated by electricity, and so energy costs are 
an obvious concern for us. When we first moved in, we decided to have our local 
electric company come and give us a free 'Energy Audit'. One of the top concerns 
voiced by the audit team was the significant heat-loss and cooling-loss we'd most 
definitely experience from our heated or cooled air leaking out through our fold- 
down attic stairway door. The team suggested that we purchase a cover to block 
this leakage. A quick search on the internet lead us directly to your website. It is 
full of excellent information which only helped us understand better just what the 
energy auditor was telling us. We immediately purchased The Battic Door. It 
popped into place easily, in just a few minutes. When we need to access our attic 
space, it removes quickly and easily. Upon leaving the attic, we just lower the 
Battic Door into place. We hope to see some significant energy savings on our 
next electric bill! Everyone with a folding attic stairway should buy a Battic Door!" 

Patty and Joe Bell, No. Attleboro, MA 

"Great idea! Amazing Lowes, Home Depot aren't stocking these!" 
Richard Lloyd, Greensboro, NC 

"We were astonished at such a simple, effective method of cutting down on 
energy usage. We don't hesitate to recommend it to our consumers or members 
as an excellent remedy for this particular insulation problem. Battic© Door is an 
ingenious solution that fits over the opening to the attic when the disappearing 
stairway is closed. Here is a cheap way to correct a major problem, which should 
give you a quick payback". 

Dwight Amick - Marketing Supervisor, Mid-Carolina Electric Co-Operatives 

"I am indeed a satisfied customer and although it's much too early in the season 
to learn of the true value of your product, it was easy to assemble and install and I 
expect to experience savings on my electric bill as well as having a more 
comfortable, warmer house." 

Wally Rustad- Director Government Relations, National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association, Arlington, Va. 
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"It is very likely your product can help reduce energy bills. The product can be 
helpful in an effort to make a home more energy efficient." 

Doug Anderson - Energy Star Home Improvement 
Program, United States Environmental Protection Agency 

"I'd love to talk with you about featuring your product on the show and the 
website." 

Glenn Boyles of the "Glenn Boyles Home Improvement Minute" on national radio. 

"It looks like you have a good product. I teach some classes about energy 
conservation, and point to attic stairs being the most inefficient things in most 
houses. It is a great improvement over almost anything else, and certainly less 
costly." 

Glenn D'Alessio, West Brookfield, MA 

"Your product looks very interesting. Thank you for your information and good 
luck." 

Michael Lamb, Ask an Energy Expert, Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
Clearinghouse (EREC) 

' I added a link and tpxt promoting your prnH unt on my website 
http://www.rfiSfirnon.rom/Vfintilation.html. (B ond luck with your product." 

Frank 

"Weatherization Program energy auditors and crews in New Hampshire and 
throughout the Northeast have been addressing attic hatches for well over a 
decade. We well understand the principles of air leakage and heat loss and any 
attic hatch is a vital area to address." 

Stephen Eckberg, Weatherization Program Manager 
Governor's Office of Energy and Community Services, NH 



"We were astonished at such a simple, effective method 
of cutting down on energy usage. We don't hesitate to 
recommend it to our consumers or members as an 
excellent remedy for this particular insulation problem." 

Dwight Amick - Marketing Supervisor, Mid-Carolina Electric Co-Operatives 



"We recommend the Battic Door" 




Jennifer Langton, Energy Training Coordinator, Construction & Environmental 
Resources, Habitat For Humanity International 
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'jt-am indeed a satisfied customer and although it's much too 
early in the season to learn of the true value of your product, it 
was easy to assemble and install and I expect to experience 
savings on my electric bill as well as having a more 
comfortable, warmer house." 

Wally Rustad- Director Government Relations, National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association, Arlington, Va. 




"It is very likely your product can help reduce energy bills. The 
;) product can be helpful in an effort to make a home more energy 
STrf^ efficient." 

Doug Anderson - Energy Star Home Improvement Program, United States 
Environmental Protection Agency 



"The Battic Door is a simple and inexpensive product for weatherstripping attic 
hatches that have folding stairways. The box embeds itself into foam 
weatherstripping installed on the top of the stairway frame. The unit allows easy 
access to the attic, while providing an airtight seal when dropped into place. 
Available in two sizes, insulation kits also available. What makes this product 
green? - Post consumer recycled material, Reduced energy usage. LEED Credits!" 

JuildingGreen - Publishers of Environmental Building News 
Authoritative Information on Environmentally Responsible 
Building Design & Construction 

"The least expensive available stair cover, the Battic Door. Assembly is simple. 
The Battic Door reduces exfiltration. 




To increase thermal resistance, a $69.50 "insulation kit" is available. This consists 
of two parts: a circular "donut" made from an encapsulated fiberglass batt, 
designed to slip around the perimeter of the stair cover; and a cap made of the 
same insulation, designed to nestle inside the projecting walls of the donut. Of 
course, it is also possible to glue rigid foam to the Battic Door. 

The Battic Door costs $29.50 plus shipping. Competing products cost between 
$100 and $220. For weatherization contractors looking for an inexpensive way to 
cut down on exfiltration at attic stair openings, the Battic Door is worth 
considering." 




When utility executives develop load 
management programs, evaluate new 
technologies, or train residential 
account reps and supervisors ... when 
architects look for help in designing 



cost-effective, energy-efficient homes ... and when manufacturers of windows, 
insulation, and furnaces want to monitor the competition ... they turn to Energy 
Design Update. 
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PRESS RELEASE 

For Immediate Release: 



Battic Door Introduces the Fireplace Draftstopper and R-50 Insulated Attic 
Stair Cover 

Battic Door recently introduced the Fireplace Draftstopper™. The Draftstopper™ 
consists of an inflatable air pillow that is inserted into the fireplace, preventing air 
leakage through the chimney, saving heating/cooling loss and energy costs. It is 
easily removed when the fireplace is used and quickly reinstalled after. Installers 
need only inflate the pillow, insert the pillow and install the supporting tee. The 
Fireplace Draftstopper™ compliments the Battic© Door Attic Stair Cover, a 
leading, low-cost, energy-saving cover for folding pull-down attic stairs. The 
Battic© Door covers and reduces air leakage between the house and the attic, 
saving heating/cooling loss and energy costs. Installers need only fold the cover 
into shape, install weatherstripping on the attic stair frame, and drop the cover 
down onto the weatherstripping. The cover embeds into the weatherstripping 
creating an air seal. New R-7 reflective and R-50 insulation kit options maximize 
the performance of the cover by restoring the insulation removed when the stairs 
were i nstalled. For more inf ormation call Mark D. Tyrol, P.E. at 508.320.9082 or 



visit v\ ww.batticdoor.com. 
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IN THE NEWS 



A selection of recent news articles about our company and products: 

Excerpt from an article that appeared in Living in South Carolina - A Monthly publication from South 
Carolina Electric Cooperative, Inc. Written by Larry Cribb, Circulation - 415,000 

Are you heating and cooling your attic? You probably have a hole in your ceiling which causes your 
heating and air conditioning bills to escalate, yet you aren't aware of it. This hole is cut there for 
installation of your disappearing stairway which provides access to your attic. You may think that 
hole is filled up, but is it? 

The problem is improperly fitting doors on these stairways is often caused by the wood warping, thus 
leaving gapping spaces when the door doesn't close properly. Even doors which seem to fit pretty 
well have cracks surrounding the installation, and the doors themselves are usually made of very thin 
plywood without any added insulation. This causes your heating/ cooling unit to run overtime to try 
and compensate for the loss of efficiency caused by the camouflaged hole in your ceiling. 

"This is a problem that we run into all the time while performing energy audits for our 
consumer/ members to show them how they can save money on their energy bills," said Dwight 
Amick, Marketing Supervisor of Mid-Carolina Electric Cooperative. 

"Until Recently, there really hadn't been an easy recommendation that we could give them," he 
continued. "Even suggesting tearing out the existing stairway and installing a new one wasn't a 
viable because of the cost involved, plus the fact that the new stairway still didn't always completely 
solve the problem of sealing up that large hole in the ceiling. If you leave the light on in your attic, 
close the stairway, chances are you can see the light shining through cracks about the installation. 
This will help you determine just how large your problem is." 

Described simply, the Battic© Door fits on top of the opening when the disappearing stairway is 
closed. It, in effect, seals off the hole in your ceiling stopping either the super-heated or super-cold 
air of the attic from invading your living area. 



Excerpts from an article that appeared in The State Newspaper Written by Danny C. Flanders 

You've built a house with materials carrying the highest insulation values and installed the most 
energy-efficient heating and air system. 

Yet your monthly power bills leave you scratching your head. 
Look up. 

Most consumers don't consider their attic door when examining their homes for energy loss. "But the 
problem is common in most houses we check on our audits," said Dwight Amick , marketing 
supervisor for Mid-Carolina Electric Cooperative. 

I f you don't believe him, turn on the light in your attic, come down and close the stairway. Chances 
are you'll see light shining through the cracks around the door. 

That's because many attic doors are poorly constructed, often with thin plywood, or are warped and 
fit improperly, allowing air to travel between floors. 

Compounding the problem are attic fans and ridge vents designed to improve efficiency. 

Battic© Door is an ingenious solution that fits over the opening to the attic when the disappearing 
stairway is closed. 

"Here is a cheap way to correct a major problem, which should give you a quick payback," Amick 
said. 
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IN THE NEWS - CONTINUED 



A selection of recent news articles about our company and products: 

Excerpt from an article that appeared in Light Touch - A Monthly newsletter from Danvers, MA Public 
Works Division, Published Fall 2003 - Written by Pamela Irwin 

Do you have folding stairs that go up to your attic? If they are NOT insulated, they are a major 
heat/ cooling loss. Most pull-down attic stairway doors, simply do not seal well enough to prevent 
massive air leakage, resulting in an enormous heat/ cooling loss. 

The BATTIC DOOR is a simple, easy, inexpensive and efficient way to seal against attic door leakage 
and still allow easy access to the attic. Each kit comes complete with stair cover, a roll of 
weatherstripping, a supply of self-adhered reflective foil insulation and easy to install directions. 

Please stop by our Open House to see the demonstration and to order your own BATTI C DOOR. 

The COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS Department of Housing and Community Development - 
Bureau of Energy Programs - RECOMMENDS THE USE OF THE Fl REPLACE DRAFTSTOPPER! 



The following text appears in the "Weatherization Assistance Program Technical Manual" dated April 
1, 2003: 

The fireplace and its damper is a potentially large hole with a built in stack that should be addressed. 
Occupants tend not to feel leakage around the fireplace since they tend to exfiltrate large volumes of 
air, creating a draft of makeup air somewhere else in the home. Homeowner's frequently leave the 
damper open without realizing it. A commercially available "Draftstopper" can be used to stop the 
leak. 

The Iowa Energy Center RECOMMENDS THE USE OF THE FIREPLACE DRAFTSTOPPER! 
The following text appears on their website: 

Plug your fireplace. If you never use the fireplace, put a plug in the flue of the chimney to reduce heat 
loss. Seal the plug to the chimney with caulk and be sure to tell anyone who may want to start a fire 
that the chimney is plugged. If you occasionally use the fireplace, you can add an inflatable 
Draftstopper'". 

The Iowa Energy Center was created in 1990. The Energy Center's mission is to: 
Strive to increase energy efficiency in all areas of energy use; Serve as a model for state efforts to 
decrease dependence on imported fuels and to decrease reliance on energy production from 
nonrenewable, resource-depleting fuels; Assist in assessing technology related to energy efficiency 
and alternative energy production systems; and Support educational and demonstration programs 
that encourage implementation of energy efficiency. 



Excerpt from an article that appeared on Realty Times - by far the leading Real Estate News site on 
the internet. Nearly half a million consumers and real estate professionals come to Realty Times each 
month to read the latest from our talented staff of award winning columnists. 

Want a Winter Windfall? by Diane Benson Harrington - Published November 19, 2003 

I nvestigate the fireplace. Any birds' nests in the chimney? I s the flue well sealed? Repair any loose 
mortar and replace the chimney cap, especially if you have trees nearby that might give small animals 
access to the chimney. Did the previous homeowners clean the fireplace thoroughly? Always keep the 
damper closed when there's no fire, and consider adding an inflatable fireplace draft stopper, like the 
one manufactured by Battic Door . They're easy to insert and remove, and keep warm air in and cool 
air out. 
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Check out what The Baltimore Sun had to say about Mark Tyrol and Battic Door Attic Stair Covers! 

Even small business can make it big on the Web 

By Doug Beizer 

Special to The Baltimore Sun 

Mark Tyrol is a lot of things: an engineer, an inventor and a businessman. 

He is not a computer programmer. But that didn't stop him from building a website where he markets 
and sells a product he developed. 

"I have absolutely no formal training as far as programming or computer languages," said Tyrol, who 
developed an attic-door insulating device called the Battic Door. "Even now that I've been playing 
with my website for two years now, I still don't know anything about the actual computer language." 

Using just the templates and the point-and-click tools at Bigstep, a Web- based site builder, Tyrol built 
his e-commerce site. The Web- based tools and assistance needed to build a site have been around for 
years, but the variety and sophistication of these offerings has never been better. Anyone, especially 
small business owners, can build a site without buying software like FrontPage or knowing any 
programming language. If you can drag, cut, copy and paste with a mouse, you can build a site. 

Besides Bigstep, other services such as Homestead and I nterland exist that allow anyone to build a 
site -- everything from a simple photo album to a business site with databases and e-commerce. The 
services host the site, provide or help register the Web address, and give you building and 
maintenance tools. 

Bigstep's entry-level offering for $9.95 a month includes the point-and-click builder, 25 megabytes of 
disk space and a Web-traffic analyzing tool, said Peter Chambers, CEO of Affinity, which hosts Bigstep 
and similar sites. 



"Bigstep is designed to be an easy way to create a Web presence, no matter which package you 
choose," he said. 

Bigstep's more costly packages include features such as more storage space for bigger sites, the 
ability to create custom pages and the ability to build and maintain a customer database. 

"All our packages include phone support, which can be highly valuable for those new to this," 
Chambers said. 

Bigstep starts out with templates. To customize from there, it has "building blocks" to add headlines, 
customize text blocks or customize the layout. 

Tyrol's site, for example, is a basic two-column design with a number of pages. He's added photos of 
his products, several links and animated banners advertising his wares. 

Like Bigstep, Homestead has a range of services starting with it newest offering, PhotoSite, a digital 
photo-sharing service that starts at $4.99 a month. 

"We wanted to address what about 80 percent of individuals want a website for, and that's sharing 
photos," said J ustin Kitch, Homestead's CEO. "It's the lowest-end offering we have, but in some ways 
it's the most powerful and fastest because it builds a website totally optimized for photos." 

PhotoSite comes with digital photo software, the ability to share online photos and an easy-to- 
remember URL (yourname.photosite.com). 

Moving up from PhotoSite, Homestead offers a Silver package that provides the basics for one Web 
site with up to 10 pages, and a Web address generated by Homestead. 

"Silver is for people who are either passionate hobbyists, or clubs and teams that want to have a real 
basic website," Kitch said about the $9.99-a-month package. 

"A very common one would be for a PTA or a university volleyball team." 
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Homestead's Gold package is intended for small-business users. It provides a personalized Web 
address, e-mail accounts and an unlimited number of pages. 

The real power of Homestead is its click-and-drag page-design tools. Need a shape or border? J ust 
click on one of the hundreds of buttons to choose one. 

Adding text is just as simple. Choose the font and color. Customize the size by clicking and dragging. 
There are even effects such as text bounce, dissolve or fade. 

"We kind of equate it to PowerPoint usage; people who know how to use that application can easily 
use Homestead," Kitch said. Even though the technology behind a simple rectangle element and 
Homestead's weather-information block are quite different, adding and customizing the features is an 
identical process. 

"J ust click on the rectangle to change the color, or click on the weather element to change the Zl P 
Code, it's treated the exact same way," Kitch said. 

Another Web site building site, I nterland, offers a service to help those who believe that starting from 
templates or a blank slate is too daunting. 

"Our platinum version gives you a real professional Web designer who will actually craft a custom 
Web site for you," said Dan Bricklin, chief technology officer of I nterland. 

"You end up with a powerful Web site that you can add to and fill in with content," he said about the 
$95-a-month service. "And you get our easy-to-use tool to modify your site." 

The service also includes coaching and support from I nterland's designers. 

Most of these services let users start with an inexpensive basic plan, and then scale up to more 
sophisticated ones as needed. For small-business owners, Tyrol says a Web site is indispensable. 

"Having a Web site is wonderful, it makes a little company able to compete with the big companies," 
Tyrol said. "And it makes you look much more established, everybody should have one." 

LA Times-Washington Post News Service 
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WHERE TO BUY 



Both the Fireplace Draftstopper™ and the Battic© Door Attic Stair Cover 
are avai lahle fantnry direct frp m the manufacturer and can be ordered on- 
line at wlww.hattindnnr.nnm. 



Generous wholesale discounts are available for distributors. To learn more 
please contact us: 



Mark D. Tyrol, P.E. 
Engineer/Owner 
Battic Door 
P.O. Box 15 

Mansfield, MA 02048-0015 

Tel. 508.320.9082 
Fax. 508.339.4571 



Email: markcajbatticdoor.com: 



Web: Www.batt i fcd66t-.fc6m 
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BIO/RESUME - MARK D. TYROL, P.E. 



OWNER/ENGINEER - BATTIC DOOR FIREPLACE DRAFTSTOPPERS 

In 2003 started Battic Door, a manufacturer and distributor of the Fireplace 
Draftstopper™ and the Battic© Door Attic Stair Cover. 



EXPERIENCE: 

NATIONAL FORENSIC CONSULTANTS, Maple Shade, NJ. 

Position: Consulting Engineer - Construction Defect Services. 

Identify defects by construction, design or code deficiencies, or by 
improper or deferred maintenance procedures. Perform site inspections, 
review and evaluate appropriate documents. Provide litigation support 
including interrogatory, affidavit and deposition technical analysis. Provide 
recommendations for and witnessing of appropriate testing requirements. 
Conduct conferences with local and federal authorities. Conduct 
compliance evaluations of all appropriate documents and local and federal 
regulations. Conduct review and analysis of contractors' daily reports, 
shop drawings and inspection and testing reports. Verbal and/or written 
expert reports including sketches or drawings to support conclusions. 
Provide expert testimony. 



TYROL ENGINEERING, LLC, Mansfield, MA 
Position: Engineer/Owner 

Home and Building Inspections and Investigations. Provide Professional 
Engineering Consulting Services to the buyers and sellers of real estate, 
home and building owners, condominium associations, investors, brokers, 
attorneys, insurance companies, contractors, and building material 
manufacturers. 



FM APPROVALS, Norwood, MA. 

Position: Senior Engineer, Building Materials Group, Approvals Division. 

Plan, conduct and direct research and development projects of building 
materials and related services to provide data for the solutions to problems 
of prevention or control of loss for present and potential customers. 
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BIO/RESUME - MARK D. TYROL, P.E. - CONTINUED 



EXTERIOR RESEARCH & DESIGN, TRINITY ENGINEERING, Seattle, WA. 
Position: Engineer, Manager of Forensics. 

Analysis of building envelope with emphasis on forensic analysis of component / 
system failures and water infiltration. Analysis included roofing, exterior walls, 
and/or below grade waterproofing. Ability to break down a large problem or series 
of problems into base components and establish the mode(s) of failure. 
Documentation of observations through photographs and field notes. Research 
applicable code, specification, and installation requirements. Compilation of 
observations and research to produce a complete, succinct report of 
investigation. Ability to convey technical content in easily read, well organized, 
'layman' terms. Establish, organize and maintain project file throughout the 
project. Establish, organize, and maintain schedule to accommodate multiple 
projects. 



FACTORY MUTUAL ENGINEERING, Norwood, MA. 
Position: Senior Appraiser, Standards Division 

Provide high quality, reliable field appraisals of complex industrial property 
(buildings and contents) which provide realistic values at risk upon which 
the Insurance Companies can establish the premium base. 

EDUCATION: 

B.S., MECHANICAL ENGINEERING, University of Lowell, Lowell, MA., 1987. 

CERTIFICATE OF PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT - BUILDING AND 
CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGY, Northeastern University, Boston, MA ., 
1991. 

Graduate Study in the area of Civil Engineering. 
CREDENTIALS: 

Certified as an "expert" in Building Envelope Condition Assessments by 
National Forensic Consultants, a multi-disciplinary organization formed by 
insurance and engineering professionals to provide scientific expertise to 
the insurance, legal, financial and construction industries, and other 
organizations to help them evaluate and resolve claims. 

Thorough Knowledge of Building Codes and Requirements. 

Thorough Knowledge of Building Material Evaluation Report Submittal 
Requirements and Procedures. 
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BIO/RESUME - MARK D. TYROL, P.E. - CONTINUED 



20 + Years Engineering Experience Evaluating and Testing Building 
Materials. 

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER (P.E.), MECHANICAL ENGINEERING: 

State of ME, P.E. License No. 7579 
State of FL, P.E. License No. 57111 
State of MA, P.E. License No. 43117 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBER - NATIONAL ACEDEMY OF BUILDING 
INSPECTION ENGINEERS (NABIE) 

MEMBER - ROOF CONSULTANTS INSTITUTE (RCI) 

MEMBER - NATIONAL SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS (NSPE) 

MEMBER - AMERICAN SOCIETY OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS (ASME). 

MEMBER - AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR TESTING AND MATERIALS (ASTM) 
Committee E.05 Fire Testing. 

MEMBER - THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EXAMINERS FOR ENGINEERING 
AND SURVEYING (NCEES) 

ACCREDITED SENIOR APPRAISER (A.S.A.), MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT. 



Excellent References Available Upon Request 
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